AN*   I'NAWAJTED  GUEST                                 2,1 J

After the play we all danced, Lord .Mayo joining, and, as
ever, delighting every one with whom he came in contact.
Later In the evening, 1 had taken my partner to the buffet
to get her some refreshment, when a burly pompous sort of

fellow pushed by me, and taking up a tumbler said to of
the men who were serving, " Simkin do," which in the lan-
guage of the country means, " Give me champagne/'* The
servant replied respectfully, ** Kkadawand, Shnkin na hai"
which, being interpreted, means, "'Lord of the World, there
is no champagne/" Whereupon the plunger, for such I cor-
rectly diagnosed him to be, turning to me, said, " Did you
ever in your life see anything so infernally mean ? The Vice-
roy and everybody in the place here, and no champagne!M
I fear 1 was perhaps unnecessarily nasty and inhospitable, but
not knowing the man, replied, " Well, you see, Lord Mayo
told me he could do without champagne, and 1 did not know
that you were coming." The unfortunate fellow collapsed and
retreated, whilst several who had overheard the conversation
soon sent the story all round the room. I found out afterwards
that the offender was a plunger, a man much disliked in his (a
British cavalry) regiment^ the son of some candlestick-maker,,
or soch sort, who had been brought to the party by a friend,
who had omitted to introduce him to the host and hostess*
Years ago, it was the practice of some people, who had been
successful behind the counter,, to put a son in a cavalry
regiment In the hope that he might get there the status of a
gentleman. And all such would naturally regard with right-
eous contempt those who, however good their blood* had to
serve la India owing to their family not having been success-
fully engaged in shopkeeping.

On the eve of the New Year of 1871 Sir Henry Diirand
met with the lamentable accident which resulted the
day la his death, and deprived the Punjab of an able and
vigorous Governor, We were at the time at Allahabad,
where my central office had now been established* and we
started at, once for Lahore, and stayed with my good friend
Lepel Griffin, who showed to the family the greatest sym*